io6          GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

evidence which shows the Government taken un-
prepared*

There is no reasonable doubt that on this, the third
occasion, the great struggle of January 5th to I4th, 1919*
the Spartacists and Independents were the aggressors,
and the Government and Majority Socialists acted in
self-defence, Ledebour, the chief Independent leader,
has declared with entire frankness that January 5th was
an attempt to upset the Government by a coup d'etat
and to replace it by a " revolutionary " administration ;
it was to be the " second " or " true " Revolution. As
I write I have before me a facsimile of the typewritten
document in which Liebknecht, Scholge, and Ledebour
declare the Government to be deposed and to be
replaced by a Revolutionary Committee; the document is
dated January 6th* This document was presented to the
officer in charge of the War Office building, who refused
it on the ground that the signatures were only type-
written* It was then taken back to the Royal Stables and
signed. Further than that the new Revolutionary
Government never got; it remains in history a
Government of three signatures and a typewritten
document*

The Majority Socialists nevertheless say that they
cannot imagine how on this occasion Berlin failed to
fall into the hands of their rivals* The attempt began
on a Sunday, January 5th, and Sunday of course is a
dangerous day in a country which is socially at unrest